PANTHEISM  AND  INDIVIDUALISM    93

as a part of man's life. Or perhaps we should rather
say, that their interest was confined to the general
doctrine that matter and mind are distinguished only
as different aspects of the same thing, and that, this
being granted, they cared nothing about the nature of
special physical processes. And as time went on, they
gradually ceased to concern themselves with physical
subjects, except as supplying certain postulates which
were necessary for their ethics. Thus the only im-
portant part of their physical philosophy came to
be that which should rather be called metaphysics
or. theology, the part which has to do, not with
the relations of physical phenomena to each other, but
only with the relations of the material universe to
God, who is at once the central fire and the spiritual
principle to which all things are referred.

When we have got thus far, it becomes easy to
see that the kernel or central meaning of the Stoic
system lies in the combination of two ideas,
which appear at once to be essentially opposed, and
yet necessarily related to each other. The first is
the idea of the self-centred individuality of the par-
ticular things and beings that make up the universe,
and above all of man as a self-conscious being.
The second is the idea of the unity of the universe
as a whole, as the realisation of the one divine
principle which makes the individuality of all par-
ticular things and beings, and even the individuality